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says, is to ‘‘walk, talk, demonstrate, lobby,
meet with our representatives, circulate peti-
tions, and write letters, telegrams, faxes, and
e-mail’’—a veritable laundry list of the activi-
ties the framers protected in the first amend-
ment to our Constitution.

Her decades of commitment have set an ex-
ample and drawn numerous honors and
awards. At one such ceremony, Nobel Peace
Prize winner Linus Pauling said of Alice:
‘‘Down through the years I have been aware
of and inspired by your strong commitment
and contributions to world peace and justice.
This strength will grow and grow so that our
future generations may not have to sacrifice
their security or lives.’’

I commend this history of activism to my
colleagues and, on behalf of all of the resi-
dents of the ninth District, offer my thanks and
appreciation for all that Alice Sachs Hamburg
has done on behalf of my community and our
Nation.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the Sahatdjian family of
Madera, CA who own and operate Victor
Packing. As farmers in the No. 1 agricultural
county in the world, the Sahatdjian’s are lead-
ers in the grape industry.

In a recent article in the Armenian General
Benevolent Union [AGBU] magazine, the
Sahatdjian’s are praised for their outstanding
contribution to the San Joaquin Valley. The
Sahatdjian family arrived in Fresno in 1924,
after fleeing their home in Ezerum, Turkey be-
cause of the Armenian Genocide. Their father
Vagharshag (Victor), mother Makrouhi and
brothers Sarkis and Haig, arrived in the United
States when they were 11⁄2 and 4 years old.
Farming and agriculture became a way of life
as Victor, a former leather tanner, his wife,
and children followed the crops along with
many other migrant farm workers. The family
went from Rio Vista near Sacramento to pack
asparagus, back to Fresno to harvest figs and
grapes and then to Northern California when
peaches were in season. Eventually, the fam-
ily settled in Fresno after Victor bought a vine-
yard of his own and began farming the land.

The Depression brought hard times for all in
the Valley and the Sahatdjian family provided
for members of their extended family by shar-
ing with them the crops grown on their farm.
In 1949, Victor purchased a 40-acre piece of
land which would eventually become the base
of Victor Packing. In 1963, Victor Packing be-
came a full-time farming and packing business
when Sarkis and Haig Sahatdjian began to
process and pack their own raisins along with
the raisins of other growers.

Desire, ingenuity, and business savvy paid
off for the Sahatdjian brothers. Today, Victor
Packing is known as one of the leading pack-
ing houses in the Fresco County area. They
are the world’s largest in production and mar-
ket-share of golden raisins. They also have
the world’s largest dehydrator which allows
them to produce more raisins at a time for
their clients. Additionally, they have continued

to focus their efforts on the sun-dried raisin
market and are expanding globally to manu-
facturers all over the world. Nearly 75 percent
of their finished product is shipped to the Mid-
dle East, Far East, Europe, and the Pacific
rim.

Mr. Speaker, Victor Packing is an example
of the determination and hard work Victor
Sahatdjian represented to his family his whole
life. The Victor Packing logo is the Liberty Bell
and is said to represent the land of freedom
that the family found in the United States of
America. I ask my colleagues to join me as I
offer my best wishes to the entire Sahatdjian
family for every continued success.
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Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the Westhampton Free Library,
in my hometown of Westhampton Beach,
Long Island, on the occasion of its centennial
anniversary. For the past century, this won-
drous haven of literature has offered this tight-
knit, seaside community a place for its chil-
dren and adults to stimulate their intellectual
curiosity and satisfy their lifelong love of read-
ing.

From its modest beginnings on March 1,
1897, as collection of a little more than 100
borrowed books, the Westhampton Free Li-
brary has endured to become the cultural cen-
ter of this south shore Long Island village.
Today, this dynamic institution boasts an im-
pressive collection of traditional hardbound
volumes, along with an emerging addition of
computerized research and communication
tools. There are more than 7,000 patrons from
the communities of Westhampton,
Westhampton Beach, Speonk, Remsenburg,
East Quogue, Eastport and East Moriches.

The library’s original charter was signed by
Melville Dewey, then the secretary of the New
York State board of regents. This is the same
gentleman who conceived the Dewey decimal
system for cataloging books, the universal
catalogue system used in America’s schools
and libraries. Mr. Dewey’s christening foretold
a bright future for the Westhampton Free Li-
brary.

The library’s provisional charter was granted
on March 1, 1897 and the surnames of trust-
ees on that document included some of the
most prominent families in Long Island’s herit-
age. The descendants of the original trust-
ees—including John B. Raynor, Mary E.
Jessup, Mabel B. Stevens, Daniel E. Smith
and Ernest H. Bishop—are today leaders in
the Westhampton and Long Island community.

Perhaps the most important influence on the
growth of the Westhampton Free Library was
the largesse of Judge Harold Medina, a long-
time summer resident of Westhampton and a
true lover of books. Judge Medina established
a library trust fund to build, furnish and equip
a new library building as a gift to the people
of Westhampton. By the Fall of 1953, the new
library was complete and Judge Medina began
the work of establishing a new collection of
books. Then in 1958, he announced plans to
build a new wing—named the ‘‘Judge Harold

R. Medina Room’’—entirely devoted to Amer-
ican history and literature.

Today, the card catalogue is located on
computerized files and the Westhampton Free
Library boasts four on-line Internet terminals,
connecting library patrons to a vast inter-
national network of computers. The three
multi-media CD-ROM learning stations offer
patrons immediate access to a vast array of
informational resources. Paul Nevins, presi-
dent of the library’s board of trustees, put it
best when he said: ‘‘You can’t really call it a
library anymore. It’s more of a communica-
tions center.’’

One hundred years ago, the Westhampton
Free Library was founded with a noble pur-
pose of offering the finest literary and research
collection possible. A century later, the tech-
nology and means have changed, but the ob-
jective remains steadfast: to provide the resi-
dents of this east end village ready access to
vital information. Congratulations to the
Westhampton Free Library on its 100th anni-
versary!
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, it is indeed my
honor and pleasure to introduce to my col-
leagues, the Reverend Bonnie M. Epps. She
is a wonderful example of living faith in action.

Reverend Epps is a native of Brooklyn, NY,
and presently serves on the ministerial staff of
the Bridge Street African Methodist Episcopal
Church.

The reverend was educated in parochial
and public schools in Brooklyn. She obtained
her undergraduate degree from Brooklyn Col-
lege of New York, with a concentration in ele-
mentary education. Her master’s degree was
obtained in supervision and administration
from Bankstreet College, and she has at-
tended the Principal’s Center at Harvard Uni-
versity’s Graduate School of Education.

Reverend Epps is an innovator and
motivator. She served as the assistant prin-
cipal at the Philippa Schuyler Intermediate
School for the gifted and talented. Her vision
and instructional leadership is responsible for
raising academic standards, self-esteem
among the students, and prestige for the only
talented and gifted program in my congres-
sional district.

Another shining achievement for Reverend
Epps is the success of her son Omar, an actor
who has appeared on NBC’s ‘‘ER’’, and has
starred in HBO’s ‘‘Deadly Voyage,’’ and fea-
ture films such as ‘‘Higher Learning,’’ ‘‘Juice,’’
‘‘Mayor League II,’’ and ‘‘The Program.’’

I salute Reverend Epps for her service to
God and the community.
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Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
remembrance of the death of four Cuban-
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